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WHINBURGH & WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Meeting of Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Council on Tuesday, 17th 
October 2023 at 7.30 p.m. in Whinburgh and Westfield Parish Pavilion, Whinburgh 
Playing Field, Shop Street, Whinburgh.  
 
Present Councillors: Nick Anema (Chairman), Simon Whiteley, Richard Gundry, Robert 

Plummer, Jeremy Riches, Rebecca Wade (Clerk) 
 
Also present 6 members of the public. 
In the absence of the Council Chairman, and until the Vice Chairman arrived, Cllr Simon Whiteley 
took the Chair, welcomed everyone and informed them that the meeting was being recorded. 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Sian Carrel, and Cllr Mark Hansell. 
2. Declarations of interest 

There were none. 
3. Open forum for public participation 

A member of the public wished to speak about item 8.3 the Tree Preservation Order. He wanted 
to know which 5 Oak trees at Northfields they were and what were the implications of the order? 
Is the order already in place? And who put the order on? 
Cllr N Anema joined the meeting and took over the Chair. 
Cllr S Whiteley explained that the preservation order is already in place, and this meant you 
cannot touch the trees without permission from the Tree Preservation Officer.  
The Chair confirmed the 5 Oak trees were the ones that run parallel with the road and that the 
order was put in place by the Breckland Tree Officer. 
A member of the public asked about item 9. River Tud Pollution and asked what the results of 
the Chair’s citizens science project were? Also, what had the Environment Agency said as they 
had recently been out? 
The Chair explained there was an update from the Rivers Trust. They had been out and taken 
a sample which they felt was ok.  
The Chair read an email from the Environment Agency asking if the treatment systems had a 
guarantee. The residents confirmed that the treatment plant did not have a guarantee. 
The residents also confirmed that each property except one on the Northfields development 
has its own sewage treatment plant which all discharge into the river through one single pipe 
(6 or 7 houses). A resident also said that the treatment plants fitted are not the ones per the 
planning application or on the plans submitted. 
Cllr S Whiteley suggested if the treatment plant the residents have been provided with by the 
developer does not meet the system described on the plans, then they should contact their 
solicitors. The Chair felt they could also contact Breckland Planning Enforcement as he felt this 
could be a breach of planning. 

4. Standing item: Play equipment inspection. 
4.1. To consider the monthly Play equipment inspection 
Cllr R Gundry was pleased to report that the spikes to prevent birds above the toddler swings 
were now in place. 
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He also said there were a lot of mole hills which had been flattened when the grass had been 
cut. 
4.2. To receive an update on repairs to the gate 
Cllr R Gundry reported that the gates had now been repaired by Cllr S Whiteley who had also 
installed the spikes on the swings and thanked him for doing this. 
4.3. To receive an update on quotes for the Playground fence 
The Chair reported he had been unable so far to obtain a quote for the chain link fence. 
Cllr S Whiteley had asked three people to come out and quote. Only one had responded, and 
they would be meeting with him at the site to look at wooden fencing as he felt that chain link 
was not very durable. He proposed that he would get a price for two other options for the next 
meeting, and the Chair would obtain a price for a chain link fence at which point a decision 
could be made.  
It was questioned whether a fence is necessary, and Cllr S Whiteley confirmed it was a condition 
of the grant to have a fence around the playground. 
Cllr S Whiteley also said the roofing felt on top of the shed was cracking and needed to be 
refelted and he would get a price for this. Additionally, he asked if they would like bird spikes 
on the big swings which would cost £34? All agreed. 

5. To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 12th September 2023. 
The minutes of the meeting were approved without amendment and were signed by the Chair 
as a correct record. This was proposed by Cllr R Gundry, seconded by Cllr J Riches and all 
agreed. 

6. To report matters not on the agenda from the last minutes. 
The 50 chairs purchased by the Parish Council and the other items in the shed are covered 
under the street furniture section of the insurance policy. It was noted that additional keys for 
the shed had been purchased. 

7. Correspondence received since September meeting. 
Slow ways, NALC, Can newsletters, Environment Agency, Filigree – with details of drop-in 
sessions for Breckland’s Local Plan and posters, Enforcement and Ed Connolly. 

8. Planning  
8.1. To receive and consider any new planning applications. 

None. 
8.2. To note any planning decisions 

3PL/2023/0781/VAR - Variation of Condition 2 on 3PL/2021/1557/VAR - Adjustment to 
approved detail design and site layout of the two dwellings - Lowdells House Shop Street 
– Approved 
3PL/2023/0835/VAR - Variation of Conditions 2 & 3 on 3PL/2022/0804/F - Addition of 
window and roller shutter doors, amendment to materials to side elevations, clarification 
of orientation with front facing S/E as per approved drawing - 6 Northfields Lane - 
Approved 

8.3. Other planning issues. 
A Tree Preservation Order was served on 5 Oak Trees at Land at Northfields, Dereham 
Road, Westfield - this was discussed in the Public Session. 

8.4. To receive an update on Breckland’s Local Plan Pre-Consultation session. 
The Chair reported he had attended the pre-consultation and had hoped he would see 
some proposed sites, but this was not the case. There were some interesting statistics 
given around the average age of people living in Breckland.  
The requirement for employment centres was discussed and whether it would be better 
to build on greenfield or brownfield sites.  
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There was no mention of water supply, the environment, river pollution or biodiversity.  
Cllr R Plummer reported he had attended the Dereham Market Square presentation. He 
had expected they would be discussing the Local Plan, but this was not the case. Any 
answers given to questions were only general and they could not answer in any detail.  
The Clerk had sent a PowerPoint containing links to the Councillors which had been 
provided by Filigree who are running the Consultation sessions. Cllr R Plummer said no 
sites were listed for Whinburgh or Westfield but on the map that accompanied it there was 
a yellow highlighted area for Westfield. This implied there was planning permission on a 
site. The exact location of this area was discussed.  
Cllr R Plummer had spoken to a Councillor from Breckland who would ask someone from 
Breckland planning to contact him and this would be one of the items he would discuss 
with them, and report back when they did. The Clerk to add to the next agenda.  

9. To receive an update on River Tud pollution 
This was discussed in the Public Session. 

10. To receive an update on Shipdham Road, Westfield speed limit 
The Clerk reported she had written to CC Ed Connolly, and he said he would be delighted to 
support it but had used up his allowance for the year and we could look at this again in a year 
or more. Also, the Road Safety Community Fund only lasts a year in each County and RSCF 
projects have already been put forward some time ago to be decided across the County. 
Cllr S Whitley suggested that they go ahead with the feasibility study for £2,000 as it is an 
incredibly dangerous corner and that the further £7,000 would be funded by grants or spread 
over a number of years. Proposed by the Chair and seconded by Cllr R Plummer and all 
agreed. 
The Clerk to contact CC Ed Connolly and confirm when we can next apply for possible member 
allowance funding and the Clerk would continue to look for grants for the feasibility study and 
the further £7,000 if the feasibility project is given the go ahead. 

11. Autumn tidy  
The fence had already been discussed in item 4.3. 
The hedge on the playground needs to be cut back. The Chair to have a look as it was not 
certain who owned it. 
The brambles also need removing from the playground. 

12. Finance 
12.1.    To agree the following items for payment (October) * already paid 

To pay Detail (invoices available for 
viewing) Total VAT Ex VAT 

Liz Cooper 50 chairs @ £6 per chair 300.00 - 300.00 

Octopus Electricity for September 31.26 1.49 29.77 

Everflow Water charges 27.77 - 27.77 

Sian Carrel Bulb and keys 29.48 2.50 26.98 

Clerk Wages and expenses 441.34 2.79 438.55 
 
The Clerk stated the Octopus Energy amount was actually £31.26 and the £27.62 stated on the 
agenda was the amount for the previous month. All agreed 
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12.2. To note receipt of the any credits  

Detail Total 

Precept 4,483.50 

Pavilion booking 16.00 
 

         Noted. 
12.3. To receive the monthly financial report 
The monthly financial report to 30th September 2023 had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
Cllr S Whiteley suggested that next year the budget for training should be increased. The Clerk 
informed the meeting that she would be preparing a draft budget for the next meeting for 
2024/25 and Cllr S Whiteley agreed to review the draft budget with the Clerk before being 
presented to the other Councillors. 

13. Urgent business to consider any issues raised by Cllrs that the Chairman considers urgent. 
Cllr S Whiteley said he had been and looked at the Highways Surveyors land which was very 
overgrown, and he felt consideration needs to be given to whether it could be opened up to the 
public. The question was raised as to whether Steggs Lane was a public right of way? 
The Clerk informed the Councillors that the light in the toilet was broken and would cost £110 
to repair. It would also have a black surround. All agreed this was acceptable. 

14. Items for the next meeting. 
Opening up of Highway Surveyors Land, Steggs Lane. 
Possible planning on land in Westfiled. 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed as Tuesday, 14th November 2023 at 
7.30 p.m., in Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Pavilion, Whinburgh Playing Field, Shop Street, 
Whinburgh.   
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.45 p.m. 

 
Confirmed: 
 
 
 
…………………………………….. 
 Sian Carrel, Chairman 
 14th November 2023 
 
 


