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WHINBURGH & WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Council on Tuesday, 
13th June 2023 at 7.30 p.m. in Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Pavilion, Whinburgh 
Playing Field, Shop Street, Whinburgh. 
 
Present Councillors: Nick Anema (Chairman), Siân Carrel (Vice-Chairman), Richard Gundry, 

Simon Whiteley, Mark Hansell, Robert Plummer, Rebecca Wade (Clerk) 
 
Also present 2 members of the public plus District Councillor Paul Plummer. 
The Chair welcomed everyone and informed them that the meeting was being recorded. 
1. Apologies for absence  

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jeremy Riches due to work commitments 
2. Co-option of Mark Hansell 

Mark Hansell was unanimously ELECTED as Councillor. Proposed by Cllr Carrel and seconded 
by Cllr Anema. The Chair invited him to take his seat on the council and he signed his 
acceptance of office. 

3. Co-option of Robert Plummer 
The Chair inivited Robert Plummer to address the Council. 
Robert Plummer was unanimously ELECTED as Councillor. Proposed by Cllr Whiteley and 
seconded by Cllr Hansell. The Chair invited him to take his seat on the council and he signed 
his acceptance of office.  

4. Declarations of interest 
Cllr Carrel declared an interest in item 11.1. and abstained from voting. 

5. Dispensations None 
6. Public participation session.  

A resident informed the Council that an application for a restricted byway known as Tollers Lane 
had been applied for at Norfolk County Council. Another resident confirmed an application to 
add in a restricted byway had been applied for a while ago and landowners adjoining the lane 
were notified at the time but had not been notified recently. The resident had that day checked 
Norfolk County Council’s website for definitive map changes and there was no additional 
notification other than the original which the Chair confirmed had been received by the Parish 
Council at the time. Mid Norfolk Railway had been notified that it was being investigated. 
The Clerk to write to Norfolk County Council and ask for an update on the current position 
regarding this application. 
A resident informed the Council that the gate on the footpath next to Meadow Farm has been 
removed but the posts were still there as they had been cemented in. The Chair confirmed it 
had been reported by the residents who informed the Council to Norfolk County Council. The 
Clerk confirmed she had also reported it. 

7. Standing item: Play equipment inspection. 
Cllr Gundry reported he is meeting with the Playground inspector for the annual inspection on 
21st June. 
Cllr Whiteley reported the gates for the playground had been now repaired. 

8. Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 16th May 2023 were approved without amendment 
and signed by the Chair as a correct record. All agreed. 

9. To report matters arising from the minutes not on the agenda: for information only 
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The Clerk had prepared a poster for the Westfield Fuel Allotment charity, and this has been 
sent to them for their approval. This will then be placed on the website. 
The Clerk has now placed a page on the website for the pavilion hire. 

10. Correspondence received since May meeting 
NALC, the Community Safety Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant, Breckland achievements, 
David Bracey the playground inspector and resident correspondence regarding the public right 
of way. 

11. Planning  
11.1. To receive and consider any new planning applications 
3PL/2023/0520/HOU - Orchard Cottage Shipdham Road; Garage Extension with home office 
above – All agreed, No objections 
3PL/2022/1267/F - Chapel Farm, Dereham Road; Agricultural barn for general agricultural use 
(retrospective permission) 
The Parish Council requested that this application be called in and asked DC Plummer to do 
this on their behalf. 
The Parish Council agreed to submit the following comments to Breckland District Council in 
response to the points made in the planning applications supporting statement. All agreed. 
The proposed building is of a size that is necessary for the operational purposes for the farm – 
the Parish Council does not accept this and feels the barn is entirely disproportionate to the 
size of the agricultural small holding of circa three acres. We cannot see they would need any 
more that one tractor for this small holding. 
The development would protect the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside in 
accordance with policies ENV05 and paragraph 174 of the NPPF – It is not accepted that the 
development will protect the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside as it is an 
industrial building that is not becoming in the heart of a beautiful Norfolk village. It is incongruous 
with the surroundings. 
The site is currently used lawfully as a farm for agricultural purposes. – Again, the Parish 
Council would like to point out the farm/small holding is only three acres. 
There would be no material change of use associated with the development – There is no 
justification for a barn of this size. 
The proposal would not harmfully increase vehicular movements – A barn of this size would be 
capable of housing a huge number of vehicles which would not be needed for the farm therefore 
there would be an increase in vehicular movements through the residential housing estate and 
the Parish Council feels it is dangerous having access through a residential estate to an 
agricultural barn as this was not historically the access to the original farm. Also, the Parish 
Council questions whether there is sufficient vision splay for large agricultural vehicles 
accessing this site. 
Therefore, the development would not result in harm to the amenities of any nearby residential 
properties or highway safety – Our understanding is that it is a single width residential 
unadopted track leading to several houses which is inappropriate for agricultural machinery 
use. 
If the planning officers were minded to approve this application notwithstanding the objections 
outlined above there should be a condition that the building shall enure solely for the use of 
storing agricultural machinery and equipment only (not commercial) associated with the 
husbandry of Chapel Farm. 
 
11.2. To note any planning decisions - None 
11.3. Other planning issues - None 
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12. Lolly Moor restocking 
The Clerk confirmed that the appeal was heard by the Reference Committee, and is awaiting 
the decision from the Forestry Minister as to whether they will uphold or dismiss the appeal.  

13. River Tud pollution 
The Clerk reported she had emailed Simon Woods at Breckland who had suggested contacting 
Anglian Water. Anglian Water had replied as it was not coming from them their hands were tied 
and they could not do anything. 
The Clerk emailed the environment agency who have responded with some questions which 
the Chair will address, and the Clerk will email them back. 

14. Toller’s Lane 
As discussed in the public participation session. 

15. Public Footpath alongside Meadow Farm  
As discussed in the public participation session. 

16. Summer clean 
It was resolved to include this on the July agenda. 

17. NALC’s Gov.uk pilot scheme 
The Clerk had sent councillors NALC’s proposal for a gov.uk email pilot scheme prior to the 
meeting. The Councillors felt it was not required at this time. 
It was agreed that the Councillors email addresses would not be on the website and if anyone 
wanted to contact them it would be done via the Clerk. 

18. Finance 
18.1.    To agree the following items for payment (June) * already paid 

To pay Detail (invoices available for 
viewing) Total VAT Ex VAT 

Ace Fire Service of fire extinguishers 116.70 19.45 97.25 

Ace Fire Service of fire alarm 195.00 32.50 162.50 

Octopus Energy Electricity supplied – June * 22.82 1.09 21.73 

Clerk Frame for Parish scroll – S137  60.00 - 60.00 

Clerk Wages and expenses 427.60 - 427.60 
 
    All agreed 
18.2. To note receipt of the any credits 

                   None 
 

18.3. Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2023 
These were agreed by all and signed by the Chair. 

 
18.4. 2022/23 Annual Governance Statement  

This was proposed by Cllr Carrel, seconded by Cllr Hansell and all agreed to approve 
the Annual Governance Statement. The Chairman and the Clerk signed the Annual 
Governance Statement. 
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18.5. 2022/23 Annual Statement of Accounts  
This was proposed by Cllr Carrel, seconded by Cllr Anema and all agreed to approve 
the Annual Statement of Accounts. The Chairman and the Clerk signed the AGAR form 
on behalf of the Council.  
 

18.6. Certificate of Exemption (to exempt from external audit) 
It was noted that as income and expenditure for the year was below £25,000 the 
Council could exempt itself from an external audit. 
 
This was proposed by Cllr Anema, seconded by Cllr Hansell and all agreed for the 
Council to exempt itself from external audit. The Clerk and the Chairman were 
authorised to sign the form.  
 

18.7. Monthly financial report 
The Monthly financial report for 31st May 2023 had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
It was agreed this would be sent out after circulation of the agenda so it can be more up 
to date in future. 

19. Urgent business 
Cllr Hansell asked the Clerk to send an updated list of contact information for all the Councillors. 
The Clerk reported she had spoken to NALC about councillor training and informed the 
Councillors it would be two and half hours over zoom some date in September. 
The Chair informed the Council that due to increased work commitments he has found it 
increasingly difficult to fulfil the role of Chair and as such was stepping down. The Clerk to add 
this to the next agenda. 

20. Matters for consideration at next meeting 
The next Meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed as Tuesday, 18th July 2023 at 7.30 p.m., 
in Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Pavilion, Whinburgh Playing Field, Shop Street, Whinburgh.   

 
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.55 p.m. 
 
Confirmed: 
 
 
 
…………………………………….. 
Siân Carrel, Chairman 
18th July 2023 
 
 


