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WHINBURGH & WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Council on Tuesday, 19 May 2020 at 

7.30 p.m. This was a virtual on-line meeting. 

Present Councillors: Tony Needham (Chairman), Nick Anema, Siân Carrel, Mike Goodrick, 

Mark Hansell, Simon Whiteley, and Kate Latham from item 10 onwards. 

 Julian Gibson (Clerk)  

1 Apologies for absence. None. 

2 Declarations of interest. Cllr. Anema said he had a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest in Agenda 

item 15, and took no part in the discussion or vote on that item. 

3 Dispensations. None. 

4 County and District Councillors’ updates. County Councillor Ed Connolly and District 

Councillor Ian Martin were both present on-line. Both referred to their previously circulated 

reports, and invited questions. 

5 Minutes. The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 15 April 2020 were confirmed for 

retrospective signing by the Chairman of the next face-to-face meeting of the Council. 

6 Matters arising. 

6.1 [14, Minutes of 15 January 2019] Whinburgh Village Sign. Village Sign People has 

confirmed that it is now starting work on the sign, and has checked some of the facts 

with the Clerk, who contacted the Councillors most involved, at the time and responded 

accordingly. He confirmed that the lettering would be amended to make the ‘H’ letters 

look less like ‘A’s, and also reminded the Council that when the plinth was constructed 

in contained a time capsule. It is thought that this should have survived the collision 

which took it through the hedge into the adjacent field, and so if it is found during the 

process of adjusting the plinth to take the new sign the council will have to decide 

whether to open it, or have it reinterred. The Council assured Cllr. Connolly that he 

would be invited to play a part in the “opening” ceremony when the sign is in situ. 

6.2 [9} Meeting with Breckland re Planning. Breckland Cllr. Ian Martin has contacted 

Simon Wood, Breckland Director of Planning and Building Control, and is awaiting 

possible dates for a meeting to discuss planning issues. He confirmed that this would be 

attended by Rebecca Collins, the newly appointed Head of Development Management. 

6.3 [12] Land north of Lolly Moor. The Forestry Commission has reported that the owners 

have appealed against the Restocking Notice, and this effectively halts the process. If the 

Appeal is dismissed, then an Enforcement Notice would be issued, in which a new date 

for compliance would have to be set, which would probably be after the end of the 

following planting season. However, they have also stated that, contrary to what we had 

been led to believe, the Restocking Notice or subsequent Enforcement Notice will not be 

rendered void by any subsequent successful planning application. 

6.4 [6.1, minutes of 14 January 2020] Land south of Lolly Moor. Cllr, Goodrick reported 

that he had been contacted by Whinburgh residents saying that a further large area had 

been cleared, with the cricket bat willow wood being stacked and everything else burned, 

with the smoke causing considerable disturbance to residents. This was being done 

during the nesting season, which is not in itself an offence, but obviously raised 

concerns. The danger to traffic had been reported to the police, the smoke nuisance to 

Breckland Environmental Health, the Forestry Commission had confirmed that the work 

fell within the Felling Notice, and a representative from the Norfolk Wildlife Trust had 

made a visit and would raise his concerns with the Trust. It was suggested that 

incidences of smoke should be reported to Breckland Environmental Health at the itme it 
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occurs using https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/10782/Report-an-Environmental-

Health-Issue by as many residents as possible every time it occurs, with photographs if 

possible. 

7 Correspondence. The following correspondence was received.  

7.1 Playsafety: Notification of play area inspection in June. 

7.2 Information Commissioner’s Office: Certificate of registration under the Freedom of 

Information Act 2000 - End date 26 April 2021. 

7.3 The Pensions Regulator: Have you worked out your legal duties? 

7.4 Came & Company: Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Council - Pen - Insurance Renewal. 

7.5 AXA: Your policy schedule. 

7.6 Came & Company: Terms of Business. 

7.7 Came & Company: Certificate of Employers’ Liability Insurance. 

7.8 Came & Company: Statement of Demand and Needs. 

7.9 AXA: Council Commercial Combined Policy Schedule. 

7.10 AXA Your statement of fact. 

7.11 AXA: Changes to your Council Combined Policy. 

7.12 The Pensions Regulator: Automatic enrolment duties: Acknowledgement of re-

declaration of compliance. 

7.13 The Local Government Boundary Commission for England: Important update on 

Norfolk electoral review - Now expect “implementation date for Norfolk’s new electoral 

arrangements will be 2025, not 2021.” 

7.14 nPower: Your Business Flexible contract for your electricity. 

7.15 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Business accounts - at a glance - Your balances on 

30 April 2020. 

7.16 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Community Account statement - 31 March - 30 April 2020. 

7.17 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Active Saver Account statement - 1-30 April 2020. 

8 Planning. 

8.1 3PL/2020/0376/D: Development Site at Chapel Farm, Dereham Road, Whinburgh. 

Reserved matters application for Residential Development (Five dwellings and garages) 

following outline application 3PL/2019/0015/O. It was resolved should respond saying 

“No comments”. 

8.2 3PL/2020/0253/HOU: Fundin, Church Road, Whinburgh. First floor rear extension 

supported with steel posts with open undercroft. It was noted that this application was 

withdrawn on 23 April 2020. Cllr. Martin said that he had agreed to make a site visit 

with the applicants when this was possible. 

9 Vacancy. It was agreed that Kate Latham be co-opted to the Council to fill the casual vacancy 

caused by the resignation of Mr Brace. Ms. Latham signed her Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office and joined the Meeting. The Clerk will send her other necessary forms and information. 

Ms. Latham signed her Declaration of Acceptance of Office and joined the Meeting. The Clerk will 

send her a Disclosable Pecuniary Interests & Other Registrable Interests form for completion and 

return. 

10 Covid 19. The Council considered how the pandemic was impacting on residents in the parish, 

and concluded that there were no issues. 

11 Declaration with the Pensions Regulator. It was noted that on 23 April 2020 the Clerk re-

declared the Council with the Pensions Regulator as required under the Pensions Act 2008. 

12 Receipts & Payments Account. The Receipts and Payments Account for the year 2019-

2020 was approved and the Clerk will arrange for it to be signed by the Chairman. 

https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/10782/Report-an-Environmental-Health-Issue
https://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/10782/Report-an-Environmental-Health-Issue
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13 Audit changes. It was noted that the Government has passed The Accounts and Audit 

(Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020, which amends the deadline by which the 

Annual Governance Statement and Statement of Accounts of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return (AGAR) together with any certificate or opinion issued by the local 

auditor must be published, from 30 September 2020 to 30 November 2020. Additionally, the 

previous requirement for all smaller authorities to have a common period for the exercise of 

public rights, being the first 10 working days of July was changed. Smaller authorities are 

still required to set a period for this purpose, but the only requirement is that the 30-working 

day period for the exercise of public rights should start on or before 1 September 2020. 

However, the External Auditors have set a submission deadline for the receipt of the 

approved AGAR and supporting documentation or the Certificate of Exemption (in the case 

of this Council) of Friday 31 July 2020. The Clerk has prepared the pack of documents for 

the Internal Auditor and sent it to him, and is confident that he will have completed his work 

and returned it in time for the June meeting. 

14 Exclusion of the Public. It was resolved that, under Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 

Act 1960, s.1(2), the public and press should be excluded for the discussion of the next item, as 

publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the 

business to be transacted. 

15 Former Highway Surveyor’s Land, Garvestone. It was agreed that some amendments 

needed to be made to the Draft Agreement, and that when the proposed tenant and Cllrs. Carrel 

and Whiteley have confirmed they are all happy with the revised version, the Clerk is 

authorised to sign the document on behalf of the Council. 

16 Finance. The Clerk explained that cheques would be circulated round the authorised 

signatories by post which was agreed to be satisfactory. 

16.1 Subscriptions. It was resolved that cheque number 100831 for £48.86 to the Society of 

Local Council Clerks be signed, being this Council’s share of the Clerk’s membership 

subscription for the year ending 31 May 2021. (Local Government Act 1972 s.143) 

16.2 Insurance. It was resolved that cheque number 100832 for £742.36 to Came & 

Company be signed, in settlement of their invoice dated 25 April 2020, being the 

renewal of the Council’s insurance for the year ending 31 May 2021, the final year of a 

three-year long-term agreement. (Local Government Act 1972 s. 111 & 140(1)) 

16.3 The report for the month ending 30 April 2020 was received. 

17 Matters for consideration at next meeting. AGAR. 

18 Next meeting. The next meeting of the Parish Council was confirmed as Tuesday, 

16 June 2020, at 7.30 p.m. via video link. 

Confirmed: 

…………………………………… 

Tony Needham, Chairman 

16 June 2020 

Possible Future Meeting dates: 

Tuesday, 16 June 2020 Wednesday, 14 October 2020 Tuesday, 19 January, 2021 

Wednesday, 15 July 2020 Tuesday, 17 November, 2020 Tuesday, 16 February, 2021 

Tuesday, 18 August 2020 Tuesday, 15 December, 2020 Tuesday, 16 March, 2021 

Tuesday, 15 September 2020   

Meetings will only be called if there is business to discuss which cannot wait until the following 

scheduled meeting date. 


