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WHINBURGH & WESTFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of a Meeting of Whinburgh & Westfield Parish Council on Tuesday, 16 April 2019 at 

7.00 p.m. in Whinburgh & Westfield Pavilion, Whinburgh Playing Field, Shop Street, 

Whinburgh. 

Present Councillors: Roland Terry (Chairman), Nick Anema, Bob Brace, William Downes, 

Mark Hansell, Pat Makinson, Simon Whiteley. 

 Julian Gibson (Clerk)  

1 Apologies for absence. None. 

2 Declarations of interest. None. 

3 Dispensations. None. 

4 Public Participation Session.  

4.1 Nextdoor. Several present had received letters inviting them to sign up for the Nextdoor 

website, and the Chairman stressed that this was in no way connected with the Parish 

Council, or should be regarded a replacement for its own website, 

whinburghandwestfield-pc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk.  

4.2 Election Results. The published results of the 2 May elections show that Nick Anema, 

Bob Brace, Michael Goodrick, Mark Hansell, Tony Needham and Simon Whiteley were 

elected unopposed to take up office on 7 May, leaving one vacant seat which the new 

Council would be able to fill by co-option as soon as is practicable. The Chairman 

expressed his thanks to Councillors Downes and Makinson who were standing down for 

their service to the community, and to all the Councillors for their support during his 

own time on the Council and as Chairman, recalling highlights and the occasional low 

points. He also expressed his thanks to the Clerk for his support in the post. Councillor 

Brace agreed to take over responsibility for maintain the two parish notice boards and to 

handle the bookings, etc., for the Pavilion. 

4.3 Clerk’s other employment. As required in para. 4 of the Clerk’s Contract of 

Employment, he advised the Council that he had been appointed Clerk and Responsible 

Financial Officer to Snetterton Parish Council, bringing his stable of Councils to a total 

of five. 

5 Minutes. The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday, 19 March 2019 were confirmed and 

signed. 

6 Matters arising. 

6.1 [4.2, Minutes of 15 January 2019] Westwood Stud. Breckland Council Planning 

Enforcement report (under ENF31/19/PAR) that the development is currently being built 

out under PP 3PL/2015/1264/F, varied under 3PL/2017/0769/VAR, and discharged 

under 3DC/2018/0064/DOC. The discharge of conditions includes surface and foul water 

schemes, and consent has been given by the Environment |Agency to discharge to the 

water course. So based on the current facts they find there is no breach of planning 

control and will close the case. They say that concerns over river bank erosions should 

be addressed to the Environment Agency. 

6.2 [4.2, Minutes of 19 February 2019] Footpaths. Adam Hinchliffe of Norfolk Trails says 

they intend to look at the circular footpath in the parish with a view to installing signage, 

which hopefully will deter horse riders. However he said that this may require additional 

signage as some are misinformed regarding their right son a footpath. They are hoping to 

receive some funding from a new Dereham development for this, but will look to install 

some signs in the meantime to make sure the issue does not continue. 

http://whinburghandwestfield-pc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/
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6.3 [9] Insurance of gates. Came & Company has confirmed that a new category for Gates 

& Fences has been added in the Council’s Inspire/Axa insurance policy for a sum 

insured of £1,000 to include three gates (field gates at Playing Field and Former 

Highway Surveyor’s Land at Garvestone and pedestrian gate at the Playing Field). There 

is no annual additional premium as the level of cover remains within the core cover limit. 

6.4 [6.4, Minutes of 16 October 2018] Verge on west side of road, just south of The 

White House Farm, Westfield. The Council has been concerned that quantities of soil 

and other material has been dumped on this verge, and has  reported it to NCC Highways 

which is responsible for maintaining the highway. However, NCC say they do not have 

the resources to deal with this sort of “minor” matter, despite having previously 

promised to make enquiries to try to identify who might be responsible, and to require 

them to restore the verge. It now appears that even more soil has been dumped on the 

verge, and at the southernmost part wooden posts have been inserted only a foot or so 

from the edge of the metalled road. The Clerk again reported this to Highways with the 

support of County Councillor Ed Connolly, but once again the request was refused, with 

the suggestion that the Parish Council tries to deal with it, despite having absolutely no 

responsibility or power to take action. SO the Clerk was asked to write to the owner of 

The White House to see if he has any idea who might be responsible. Post Meeting 

note: A Member has since reported the danger to the police, who will look into it, and 

also managed to persuade somebody from Highways to at least inspect the site. 

6.5 [12] Bowls Club Shed. The Chairman has been assured that the socket in the shed is not 

connected to the mains, but this will need to be checked, and if not, removed.  

7 Correspondence. The following correspondence was received.  
7.1 Norfolk Constabulary Police Parish Newsletter: Shipdham with Scarning - March 2019 
7.2 Norfolk Constabulary: Breckland District Community Speedwatch Monthly Returns - February 

2019. 

7.3 HM Revenue & Customs: Important information for all employers. 

7.4 Norfolk County Council: The Highway Rangers are coming to Whinburgh soon. 
7.5 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Business Accounts - at a glance - Your balances on 29 March 2019. 

7.6 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Community Account - 1-29 March 2019. 

7.7 Barclays Bank Plc: Your Active Saver Account - 1-29 March 2019. 
7.8 Breckland Council: Breckland Local Plan and Policies Maps - The Town and Country Planning 

(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. Notification of extension to public consultation on 

Main Modifications MM18, MM119 and MM148 to the Breckland Local Plan. 3 April - 5 p.m. 

15 May 2019.  
7.9 Merchant Navy Fun Supporting Partners: Please ‘Fly the Red Ensign for Merchant Navy Day’ 

on 3 September. 

8 Insurance. A Pre-Renewal Message from Came & Company was received and the 

accompanying Renewal Risk Presentation, Terms of Agreement, and ELTO Guide for 

Employers were noted. The Clerk has responded appropriately. The Clerk has also arranged 

for the policy to revert to solely the name of the Council, by deleting Whinburgh Parochial 

Charities. The Charity was added when the Council was in the process of registering the land 

which it was thought would be in the name of the Charity. However, such land is correctly 

held in the name of the Council acting as Trustee, and therefore only the one name is required 

on the policy to cover all the Council-owned assets. 

9 Planning. 

9.1 3PL/2017/1150/O: Chapel Farm, Dereham Road, Whinburgh. Residential 

Development (three dwellings and garages) (re-submission). The Planning Inspector’s 

Appeal Decision dated 27 February 2019, which grants Planning Permission was 

received. The Inspector notes that plans submitted with the application showed three 

dwellings, and the Council’s Delegated Report and Decision notice referred to three 
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dwellings but, as the description of development contained on the application form and 

the appeal form was “residential development”, the Inspector has adopted that 

description and taken the drawings for illustrative purposes. The appeal is allowed and 

planning permission is granted, subject to conditions. 

9.2 3PL/2019/0306/O: Land south of Deganwy, Dereham Road, Whinburgh. 

Application for outline permission for Erection of two self-build, low impact, energy 

efficient detached dwellings with associated garages, parking and infrastructure along 

with the widening of the existing access. It was resolved that the Council had no 

objections, but wished to point out that in response to Question 10 the applicant has 

stated that foul sewerage will be disposed of via Main Sewer. In this case he will have to 

have one installed, because the village currently has no mains sewerage. 

9.3 3PL/2019/0307/O: Brambles Steggs Lane Westfield Dereham. Application for outline 

permission for Proposed new dwelling & garage. It was resolved that the Council 

objects on the grounds of access onto a dangerous road, and potential contamination 

from oil leakage in the workshop and asbestos in the structure of the workshop The 

Council is also concerned about the possibility of impact on protected species, because 

when the late owner was trying to claim ownership of the adjacent Former Highway 

Surveyor’s Land, he said he had made it into a sort of nature reserve, and suggests that 

Breckland require an ecological investigation of  the site itself. The Council believes that 

to say that a serious business was run from the site years ago is stretching things. At best 

it was a small private workshop, which did odd jobs others. If it was indeed more than 

this, presumably the applicants will produce evidence of payment of business rates, and 

business accounts, etc. Finally constructing a dwelling behind the existing building line 

could set a precedent and lead to applications for further development on this unsuitable 

road. 

9.4 3PL/2019/0261/F: Land on Dereham Road, Westfield. Application for The 

development of the specified site to form 3 detached bungalows. It was resolved that the 

Council objects in the strongest possible terms. The application form is riddled with 

inaccuracies. Question 11 states it is not in a flood plain, but the Environment Agency 

shows it is a mixture of Zone 2 and 3. They say it is not within 20 m of a watercourse, 

although their own plans show that the eastern boundary is formed by a main river. 

Given that the water table is only inches below the surface, a soakaway will be useless. 

The response to question 12 may well be accurate now, because the applicant has applied 

a scorched earth policy and removed virtually ever scrap of living material on the site 

without carrying out any prior ecological review. As a result of this action in felling trees 

without a licence, we are informed that the Forestry Commission has already issued a re-

stocking Order. The site abuts Lolly Moor, a County Wildlife Site, so denying the 

likelihood of protected species nearby is clearly a terminological in-exactitude. Foul 

sewerage disposal is going to be a major problem. The Council is aware that at the time 

the site was sold at auction the auctioneer advised that there was a restrive covenant 

against development on the land for a long period, believes that this could well result in 

litigation further down the line over whether legal development is possible, and suggests 

that Breckland takes due notice of this. The Council notes that the applicant has not 

sought any advice from Breckland prior to submission, and suggests Breckland advises 

that the application be withdrawn and the form completed accurately before submission. 

10 Internal Auditor. Councillor Whiteley reported that he had spoken with Mr Jamie Kent, an 

accountant who seems to be perfectly qualified for the post, and he has agreed to take this on if 

the Council wishes. It was agreed that Mr Kent be appointed Internal Auditor for the year 

2019/20. The Clerk will advise him accordingly. 

11 Electricity contract. It was agreed to renew with nPower for one year fixed. 
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12 Authorised signatories. It was agreed that Councillors Brace and Whitely be added to the 

Councils list of authorised signatories with Barclays Bank to replace Councillors Makinson 

and Terry, joining Councillor Anema. The Clerk will get the necessary forms from Barclays to 

be completed at the next meeting. 

13 Finance.  

13.1 Pavilion & Playing Field. It was resolved that cheque number 100798 for £26.73 to 

Anglian Water Business Limited in settlement of bill no. 9073931284 for water supply to 

the Playing Field and Pavilion. (Local Government Act 1972 s. 111) 

13.2 Subscriptions. It was noted that on or around 18 April 2019 the Information 

Commissioner’s Office will collect £35.00 from the Council’s account by direct debit, 

being the new data protection fee due under the Data Protection (Charges and 

Information) Regulations 2018. Under the new Regulations organisations which are 

required to register must pay an annual fee, depending upon size or turnover, of £40.00, 

£60.00 or £2,900.00. Public authorities all fall within Tier 1, so must pay £40.00, but 

receive a £5.00 reduction if they pay by direct debit; hence only £35.00 is due. This fee 

replaces the annual registration fee of £35.00 which was required under the Data 

Protection Act 1998. 

13.3 Credits. Receipt of the following credit was noted: Breckland Council £3,350.00 

Precept. 

13.4 Monthly Financial Report. The report for the month ending 31 March 2019 was 

received. 

14 Matters for consideration at next meeting.  

14.1 Play equipment update. 

14.2 Authorised signatories. 

15 Next meeting. The next Council meeting, the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, was 

confirmed as Tuesday, 14 May 2019, at 7.45 p.m. in Whinburgh & Westfield Pavilion, 

Whinburgh Playing Field, Shop Street, Whinburgh. (Note: The Annual Parish Meeting will be 

at 7.30 p.m.) 

Confirmed: 

…………………………………… 

........................................................, Chairman 

14 May 2019 

Possible Future Meeting dates: 

Tuesday, 14 May 2019* Tuesday, 17 September 2019 Tuesday, 14 January 2020 

Tuesday, 18 June 2019 Tuesday, 15 October 2019 Tuesday, 18 February 2020 

Tuesday, 16 July 2019 Tuesday, 19 November 2019 Tuesday, 17 March 2020 

Tuesday, 13 August 2019 Tuesday, 17 December 2019  

* Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

Meetings will only be called if there is business to discuss which cannot wait until the following 

scheduled meeting date. 

 


